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An interesting excursion of Sunday school teachers in and about London, was 
taken last month, with Rome as the objective. The party consisted of eighty 
ladies and gentlemen, under the management of Messrs. Cook and Son, and 
at an individual cost of about seventy dollars, besides incidental expenses. 
The announcement of the excursion awakened enthusiasm. There is much 
that is of universal interest in Rome, and not a little knowledge and inspira- 
tion can be obtained that will be of large and constant value in Sunday school 
work. 

In the year 1890, the number of new books treating of theology arid biblical 
criticism was, in this country 467, in England 555. But during 1891 the pro- 
portion was changed, as 528 such books were published in America, while in 
England there were but 520. The variation was not great, and yet enough to 
indicate clearly that the United States is taking a lively and a leading interest 
in the solution of the Biblical problems now so prominently before the public. 
Doubtless this results in large measure from the activities of Dr. Briggs and 
other aggressive scholars. It may be casually remarked that peace is good, 
but there is one thing still better — the acquisition of new truth. 

The Morse Lectures of Union Theological Seminary, New York City, will 
this year be given by Rev. A. M. Fairbairn, D. D., Principal of Mansfield 
College, Oxford. The subject of the course is The Place of Christ in Modern 
Theology. Following are the successive titles : (1) The Return to the Christ 
of History ; (2) The Law of Development in Theology ; (3) The Place of 
Christ in Universal History ; (4) The New Testament Interpretation of Christ ; 
(5) Christ the Interpretation of God ; (6) The Father and the Incarnation ; (7) 
Christ and the Church ; (8) Christ and the Scriptures. Dr. Fairbairn has 
chosen a theme of vital and central interest, both in theology and biblical crit- 
icism. We may hope that there will be no delay in the issue of these lectures 
in book form, since they promise to be a contribution of first importance to a 
subject about which every one is thinking. 

A Society of Historical Theology was recently founded in England, com- 
posed of men from different religious bodies who are interested in this depart- 
ment of biblical study. It was believed that the principles of historical inquiry 
were by this time sufficiently understood to serve as a bond of union between 
those who differed even widely on points of dogmatic theology and ecclesias- 
tical polity. The President of the Society this year is Prof. T. K. Cheyne. An 
edition of the Hexateuch will be published by the Society, based upon the 
Revision, with the object of representing the various documentary sources of 
the material, but by a different method from that adopted by Kautzsch and 
Socin in their " Book of Genesis." The work is designed for the benefit of 
students of the literary criticism of the Old Testament, and not to promote 
any particular views as to the historical character or religious value of the 
narrative. 
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The season of the year is at hand when changes are being arranged and 
announced in the personnel of our theological faculties. At Princeton, the 
new chair of Biblical Theology is to be occupied by Rev. Gerhardus Vos, 
D. D., now professor in the Dutch Reformed Theological Seminary of Grand 
Rapids, Mich.; Rev. Geo. T. Purves, D. D., at present pastor of the First 
Presbyterian church of New York City, was elected to the chair of New Testa- 
ment Literature and Exegesis, as successor of Rev. C. W. Hodge, D. D. ; the 
chair recently left vacant by Dr. C. A. Aiken is not yet filled. At Hartford, 
Prof. E. C. Bissell, D. D., is to leave the Department of Old Testament Lit- 
erature and Interpretation there, for a similar position in the McCormick 
Theological Seminary of Chicago. 

The death of Lewis French Stearns, D. D., Professor of Systematic Theol- 
ogy in Bangor Theological Seminary, occurred Feb. 9. Dr. Stearns was 
among the first biblical scholars and teachers of America. He was a thorough 
student, an independent thinker, broad and progressive at the same time that 
he was careful and conservative in spirit. He was always stimulating and 
attractive. Personally he was modest, gentle, transparent, spiritual, a man 
whom every one admired and loved. In 1890 he delivered the course of " Ely 
Lectures " before Union Theological Seminary, New York, upon the subject 
of The Evidence of Christian Experience, which have since been published 
in book form. The theme is a new one, the treatment marked by ability, 
scholarship and deep spiritual insight. Last year he read a paper before the 
International Congregational Council upon " The Present Direction of Theo- 
logical Thought in American Congregationalism," which made a lasting im- 
press by reason of its breadth of view, judicial calmness and lucidity. His 
last work, which he completed just before his death, was a biography of Dr. 
Henry B. Smith, prepared for the series entitled "American Religious Lead- 
ers." Of this great American teacher, Dr. Stearns was a devoted pupil, and 
his history of Dr. Smith's life will be a book of unusual interest and value. 
When Dr. Shedd withdrew from the chair of Systematic Theology in Union 
Seminary, Dr. Stearns was called to fill the vacancy, the Seminary believing 
that he was" pre-eminently equipped in philosophy, history of doctrine, and 
exegesis, for teaching systematic theology as it should be taught in these days 
of advanced and advancing scholarship. The chair was then declined, owing 
to the strictures which the Presbyterian Confession would lay upon him there. 
He had also been sought by the trustees of Hartford Seminary. Dr. Stearns 
was still a young man, being but forty-five years of age, and one who could 
not well be spared. He was an accepted interpreter and mediator, a peace- 
maker between controverted doctrines and differing schools of theology. He 
sympathized fully with the Christian higher criticism, and in the Andover 
case conceded the liberty of dissent and retention of their places to the pro- 
fessors. Yet he was an old-school theologian concerning future punishment, 
and held that the eternal destiny of the heathen is settled by the decisions of 
this life. He believed the great need of the time to be a realization of the value 
of the Bible as a means of grace. 

A happy movement is on foot at Mansfield College, Oxford. A Summer 
School of Theology for Ministers has been arranged there, with dates July 18th 
to 30th. Various courses of lectures will be delivered, designed to meet the 
wants of men who feel that the ordinary work of the ministry has not allowed 
them to keep abreast of the later inquiries and discussions in the fields of bib- 
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lical, apologetic and dogmatic theology. A provisional lecture list is given as 
follows: (i) Old Testament Theology. Rev. Canon Driver, D. D., Professor 
of Hebrew in the University of Oxford, four lectures on The Prophets and 
their Writings. Rev. Francis Brown, D. D., Professor of Hebrew in Union 
Seminary, New York, three lectures on The Historical Writings of the Old 
Testament. (2) New Testament Theology. Mr. Jno. Massie, M. A., Pro- 
fessor of New Testament Exegesis in Mansfield College, three lectures on In- 
troduction to the New Testament. Rev. Marcus Dods, D. D. Professor of 
New Testament Exegesis in New College, Edinburgh, six lectures on The 
Theology of Jesus. Rev. W. Sanday, D. D., Professor of Exegesis in the 
University of Oxford, six lectures on The Theology of St. Paul. Rev. T. C. 
Edwards, D. D. , Principal of the Theological College, Bala, three lectures on 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. (3) Apologetic Theology. Rev. A. B. Bruce, 
D. D., Professor of New Testament Exegesis in the Free Church College, 
Glasgow, six lectures on The Christian Origins. Rev. A. Cave, D. D., Prin- 
cipal of Hackney College, London, three lectures on The Philosophy of Com- 
mon Sense and the Reality of the Spiritual World — the Basis of every Theol- 
ogy- (4) Dogmatic Theology. Rev. A. M. Fairbairn, D. D., Principal of 
Mansfield College, six lectures on The Place of Christ in Modern Theology. 
The special preacher announced for the session is Rev. R. F. Horton, M. A. 
Those who have the matter in charge state that they hope the entire cost of the 
session for each attendant will not exceed twenty-five dollars. All who have 
worked along biblical lines will recognize the names of these scholars from 
whom lecture courses are promised. It is an uncommon opportunity which is 
welcomed by all England. In America we have for years had such a Summer 
School of the Bible, which has been enthusiastically supported and has become 
widely influentialr-the Schools of Sacred Literature of the New York Chau- 
tauqua, held during July and August. It is by such means that the popular 
hunger for a larger and more scientific knowledge of the Bible, including Bible 
truth, can best be satisfied. This is the need, as it is also the Christian work, 
of the hour. 



